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Abstract

Computed tomography and MRI of four cases of the thymic carcinoma were reviewed. The subtypes of thymic

carcinoma were squamous cell carcinoma in all. They consisted of two males and females in each, ranging from
43 to 68 years of age. The pathologic features and the biologic behaviors of thymic carcinomas as well

correlated with thier CT and MRI findings. However, the differentiation between thymic carcinoma and

invasive thymoma is difficult by imaging modalities alone, because an invasive thymoma may have necrotic
zones, calcification, and contiguous infiltration of surrounding structures similar to those of thymic carcinoma.
Invasive thymomas are usually asymptomatic and are incidentally detected by chest X-ray examination. On the

other hand, thymic carcinomas are often discovered because of clinical symptoms such as thoracic oppression

and cough. We concluded that thymic carcinomas should be included in differential diagnoses of largely

invasive thymic tumors with clinical symptpms.
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